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Design fair OBJECT Rotterdam opens in the city’s empty Central Library 
Creative playground for cutting-edge designers 
 

After last year’s hit edition in the middle of Rotterdam, OBJECT Rotterdam is back — 

and once again the design fair claims a standout location in town. From 6 to 8 February 

2026, OBJECT will take over the iconic Central Library Rotterdam (Centrale Bibliotheek) 

on Hoogstraat. Because the library is temporarily relocating ahead of a major 

renovation, the building opposite the Markthal will be completely empty — making it the 

perfect stage for one final cultural event before construction begins. Visitors will get the 

rare chance to wander through the well-known library building without books but filled 

with contemporary design. 

 

 
 
The Central Library of Rotterdam, designed in 1983 by the architectural firm Van den Broek and Bakema. Photo: Stijn Brakkee. 
 

Out of the ordinary 
Every year, OBJECT Rotterdam showcases around 150 designers and artists in a location that Is as 
surprising as the work on show. The fair has previously popped up in Las Palmas, De Rotterdam, the 
Euromast, the SS Rotterdam, the HAKA building, and last year inside AIR Offices, the former V&D. The 
upcoming edition promises the same sense of discovery. Dozens of designers have already signed on: 
emerging makers, established names, indie design labels, and furniture brands. They will temporarily 
revive the central floors of the library with interior design, textiles, light installations, and unique art 

pieces. Anne van der Zwaag, Director of OBJECT Rotterdam: “It is incredibly special to host OBJECT 
inside what many people see as the biggest living room of the city — a place that has meant so much 
to so many Rotterdammers.” 

 



 
 

 
Left: colourful lighting by outil.li, right: playful object by Teun Zwets 
 
Transformation 
The Central Library is set to undergo a full renovation for the first time in over forty years. Powerhouse 
Company — one of Rotterdam’s best-known architecture firms — is leading the redesign together with 
Atelier Oslo, Lundhagem, and DELVA Landscape Architecture. Construction starts later in 2026, and 
the new library will open in 2029. During this period the library will operate from a temporary location 
in the nearby Librijesteeg. Alice Vlaanderen, General Director of Bibliotheek Rotterdam, about hosting 
OBJECT: “We will already be settled in Librijesteeg by February, but renovation at Hoogstraat hasn’t 
begun yet. It’s fantastic that this leading design fair can make use of the building in the meantime and 
bring it to life one last time before the renovation starts.” 
 

 
Left: small cabinet by byLYN ceramics, right: desk by MAK studio — photo by Theresa Maria 



 
 

 

More information about OBJECT Rotterdam 2026 
Location: Centrale Bibliotheek Rotterdam  
Address: Hoogstraat 110, Rotterdam  
Dates: Friday 6th of Febuary - Sunday 8th of February 2026  
Times: daily, 11.00 -18.00 hrs 

Tickets: €17.50 (online or at the door), free for children under 16  
Ticketlink: Tickets OBJECT 
Website: www.objectrotterdam.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ObjectRotterdam/   
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/objectrotterdam/  

 

 
Left: graphic design by Dirk Laucke, right: candles Wanderlights 
 
About the Central Library 
Opened in 1983 by Queen Beatrix, the current Central Library was designed by Jaap Bakema and 
Hans Boot (Van den Broek and Bakema). The building is known for its postmodern look and its 
resemblance to Paris’ Centre Pompidou. With more than 2.4 million visitors per year, it is the most 
visited cultural institution in Rotterdam. 
 
 

https://object.eventgoose.com/events/jdynvMDbgvROxQKV
http://www.objectrotterdam.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ObjectRotterdam/
https://www.instagram.com/objectrotterdam/


 
 

 
 
Textile art by Studio Der Luminaire 

 

 
Press information (not for publication) 
 If you would like more information about OBJECT, please contact Syrta Geldof of ArtPublicity at 
syrta@artpublicity.nl or call +31 6 10818505. High-resolution images can be downloaded via the 
dedicated press room for this client on our website: https://pressroom.misspublicity.nl/object/ 

 
 

 
Behind the scenes at Studio Rein Reitsma 

https://pressroom.misspublicity.nl/object/


 
 

 
 

 
Mural objects by Eversom 


